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Conference between falhers and parents aboul ralsing bllingual children
— A fathar's view No.i—

Since 2014 JCS Saturday WJ has been hosting bilingual reund table
discussions. This is a repor of the 3rd discussion by a nalive English

speaker,
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<3rd discussion=
1) Tha reason why wa chose a combination of lacal school and
Japanese Saturday school,
2) How | have suppored my children growing up bilingual in local school
and Japanese Saturday school,

QOur 3 guesl speakers:

Father 1: American father and Japanese mother who has their child in
Junior High School of Saturday school,

Father 2: American falther and Japanese mother who has thelr child in
Junior High school of Saturday school, The child graduated from NY
Ikuei Elementary Day School.

Father 3: American father and Japanese/English bilingual mother who
has two children in Elementary school of Saturday school,

<®]£ ModeralornJCS Saturday School Director Masahiro Kozuma=
This workshop is one of the workshops I've been dreaming of as a
father. As a father we have lots of ideas and suggestions. Teday they
would like to share some of thelr experences and ideas they have with
raising bilingual children. Please feel free to ask them any questions you
have. Each speaker has about 10 minutes lo talk about the reasons Lhay
decided lo send their daughter or son to our school and how they
support their children growing up bilingual.

<First Speaker: father 1>;

I would like to talk about three things. First, the decision whether or
not to raise a child lo be bilingual. Secondly, what we have found to
work for us. Third, what we would consider 1o be the best practices for
ralsing a bilingual child, and then finally the problems that we've
encounterad and how wa fight to overcomes thosa,

Mow when | was growing up in an ethnic neighborhood in Chicago
all of my classmates were from Poland, Russia or Yugoslavia and we all
had one thing in common, we could only speak English and that was
very unsatisfactory. We all would always say our parenls came from
Poland, Russia or Germany and they can speak Polish, Russlan or
Gemnan but they decided that their children should be Americans so
they would have to speak English. My grandparents could speak
German, Lithuanian, Polish, Russlan and some English. My father could
speak two languages that | can only speak one of and | think that's a
shame.

One of the reasons we wanted our daughter who is now 13 years old
to be able to speak Japanesa is that it's a wonderful gift and we wanted
to be able to take advantage of that. | cant think of any bad
consequences or any negalive things aboul being bilingual. | think that
in today's word children need every edge and opportunity they can have
in order o get a good placement In college and & good job. At the very
leas! they're going to be able to get college credil for the languaga that
they leam and we decided with no hesitation from the beginning that sha
would grow up bilingual, To make this happen we decided thal very
conscipugly thera wera three or four things we wera going lo need to do.
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Mumber one, her first language is Japanese. She learned
Japanese as a child. Children learn their language from thair mother
anyway so that's not unusual. We pracliced her speaking Japanese
al home. She communicales primarily in Japanese wilh her mother.
¥We were never womied that she wouldn't be abla Lo learn English
well because thal's unavoidable. She's going lo learn English by
going o an American school. She's going to leam English by having
American friends so we decided that we would put all our emphasis
on Japanesa.

Secondly, we decided thal it wasn't jusl enough lo speak it at
hame, We theught it was important lo have some formal structure so
we chosa this school. Wa were lucky thal she could slar here in
kindergarten and it's a decision thal we've ahvays boen very happy
with and we never regrelied. Even with her parents trying to help her
leam al homea it's more important that sha's here. If you were to ask
her about what her favorite part about coming here, she would say
her favorile part woulkd be her friends. She has friends that sha's
known since they were 5§ years old and they are all still fiends,
Bhe's had thal core group of friends thal she can speak Japanese
with from the very beginning and that alone |5 worth her coming 1o
school hera.

The third thing thal we decided was that we cani rely just on
school by ilself. We need some formal teaching at home so my wife
has worked very conscientiously with her lessons, reviewing her
kanji, and practicing Japanese in a very structured way. We thought
that it was very imporlant that both parents are Involved In the
school 5o to be involved | always bring her to school and pick her up
from school. | atlend the athletic events and the events where there
Is visitation in tha classrooms so I'm padicipating. VWa feel unlass
both parents are really supportive and participate it's nol going to be
very successful,

Finally the fact that sha herself has done very well in Japanesa
and in English tells us that | think that we are on tha right rack and
thal we are doing something proper in lrying to guide her to ba a
bilingual parson. There really hasn't been any problems that wa had
with a growing up bilingual. | ofien ask her when you think do you
think In English or Japanese and she has a very difficult time
answering that because everything is situational. t's very hard for
her to articulate that. When she meets new people she has to kind of
mentally prepare whelher she's going 1o speak to them in Japanese
or in English, but that's a very minor thing. We have had lrends who
ask us weren't you concemed thal by leaming Japanesa first she will
have difficulty leaming English and it hasn worked out that way. |
say lhat as her parend and as I'm a cerlified English teacher,
although | don't practice it anymore but from the stand point of an
educator, she has done very well on standardized tesls, She
consislently scores in the 96-97 percenlile in language arts. If
anylhing s unforlunate it's the fact thal her American school really
doesn't acknowledge the facl that she has these additional skills,
There is no way 1o tesl for her Japanese skill until she's in high
school.

So again just lo summarize what worked besl for us is: We started
from the beginning thal her first language would be Japanese. | think
that was tha righl decislon. We decided that there had to be a very
formal component and thal was the structure of this school. Third,
we felt that we couldn't rely just on school alone and that it was
important to have structure at home as well. Then fourth, we feel it is
very imporant thal both parents are involved, parlicipale and
supporl the fact that their child is growing up bilingual. We feel you
must acknowledge that they have these two skills and thal you
nurlure to both of them. Thank you very much.

<Father 2 37 3 reports will contine bn the et 405 Irierdship magazines
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