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Please set a time dedicated to Japanese study when your child starts

INFECRTEEBMAEFTHIS. —ADSSICAAREEZ YB35 to learn writing in school. It is important to emphasize it unless there
3 ¢ et —pr z St B, £ is a good reason. The well balanced highly skilled bilinguals in all four
ERDT, PINBITELNERISESTEIAVITS o B 55T - 550 B abilities, listening, speaking, reading and writing, are created by
O 4 $EENEASTEL BOSWAULHIUE, COBIBICLO>TEENTLY  keeping this habit of routine. The power of keeping this routine will be
9, CORBEMHS TES NI, OFBCETSAERITRNBTLLS,  helpful for their other learning process as well.
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Tips for Making Your Children Real Bilinguals
Getting Japanese learning into the schedule
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Conference between fathers and parents about raising bilingual children
--- A father's view No.3---

Since 2014 IKUEI has been hosting bilingual round table discussions.
This is a report of the 3rd discussion by a native English speaker.
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<3rd discussion>
1) The reason why we chose a combination of local school and
Japanese Saturday school.
2) How | have supported my children growing up bilingual in local school
and Japanese Saturday school.

Our 3 guest speakers:

Father 1: American father and Japanese mother who has their kid in
Junior High School of Saturday school.

Father 2: American father and Japanese mother who has their kid in
Junior High school of Saturday school. The child graduated from NY
Ikuei Elementary Day School.

Father 3: American father and Japanese/English bilingual mother who
has two kids in Elementary school of Saturday school.

<#]4% Moderator:  Mr. Kozuma>

This workshop is one of the workshops I've been dreaming of as a
father. As a father we have lots of ideas and suggestions. Today they
would like to share some of their experiences and ideas they have with
raising bilingual children. Please feel free to ask them any questions you
have. Each speaker has about 10 minutes to talk about the reasons they
decided to send their daughter or son to our school and how they
support their children growing up bilingual.

<Third Speaker: father 3>;

Our situation is slightly unlike the others in that we have two children.
Each child is unique so the experience has been different in each case.
We started out in New York City. My wife grew up in Japan but was
educated in an English school in Japan. Then she went to an University
Law school in the States. Her English is as good as mine. Her English is
also as good as her Japanese. We started out at Friends Academy in
2004 when my first daughter was 2 years old. It wasn't even a
discussion. We just thought maybe our goals were a bit more modest in
that we just wanted her to be able to communicate with her family in
Kobe.

We went through the whole process of looking at the New York school
systems and it was insane. There was a school who wanted written
references for a three year old. We were looking to leave the city and
began looking at a couple Japanese schools in the New York area. In
the mean time my daughter had switched from the school on 54th street
to coming out here. There was no question that this was the right place.
The atmosphere is wonderful. It felt like a good community for the
children. The students are great and the teachers are very altentive.
This school is the reason we moved to New Jersey instead of New York.
We just thought it was so much better.

When it came time for Kindergarten | thought we should continue
going full time but my wife wanted to have my oldest daughter go to a
public school. | guess you could say were not driven to make sure that
the kids would become fully bilingual. When my older daughter was a
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baby, my wife would say everything in Japanese first and then in
English but when my second daughter was born, it wasn't as easy. It
was mostly English because the older sister is already speaking
English and the almosphere and environment is all in English.

Right now both kids go to a public school. My older daughter has
been here for 10 years. It hasn't all been easy but | think one great
opportunity is the friends she has made here. There are four families
from school that have gone back to Japan that we continue to see
when visiting Japan. One benefit | believe is that if your child is in a
public school, private school or English school and they attend
Saturday school here, it's almost like they can reinvent themselves.
They are surrounded by a whole different group of kids and friends.
It's something we have noticed and valued. If one is not doing so
great at school it's a relief to be able to come over here.

My Japanese is not very good. | studied a little bit at the Japan
Society before we had kids but it was just impossible for me to keep
up with it. My wife goes over all the Japanese work with our children.
Second grade has sort of been a poor transition grade for each
child. The battle was epic but we got past that when in third and
fourth grade the kids began to pick up interest in studying on their
own. It's one of the things that we have always wanted. We were
always trying to get them to self motivate themselves to learn
Japanese. Also to actually have a reason to continue learning
Japanese besides the fact that your mother and father are telling
you to. One reason has been my kids love Japan. We go there every
summer for four to six weeks and they always want to enjoy the
culture.

We both agreed that the more they know the better. We are fine
that they are not fully native speakers, We are just driven to make
sure that they are in the top notch Japanese school and English
school. English school is very much been a priority for us. A point of
concern we have is that we don't want the kids to associate stress
and unhappiness with the Japanese school. We want them to
continue but we don’t want them to have any negative responses
such as, “| can't understand any of the kanji, How many do | have to
write tonight?" Our approach has been soft but they do improve and
enjoy school. Even if they aren't doing so well, they are still learning
and that is all we have been trying to accomplish.

As far as how we've managed to keep the kids bilingual. It has
been different and becomes difficult when you get to the second
child. You realize you don't have quite the same amount of time to
say everything in English and repeat it again in Japanese. You're
lucky if they're eating and wearing matching clothing. The
experience has been different for each child. My younger one hasn't
been as enthusiastic about Japanese school but the older one made
a special social group of Japanese friends.

<Kozuma: >:

Each father has a different approach on raising a bilingual child.
The first speaker's daughter went to Saturday school and American
school from the beginning. The second speaker's son came to our
Elementary Day school. At 8" grade, he transferred to American
school while attending our Saturday school. The third speaker's

experience is almost in-between the first two speakers. He sent his
daughters to our Day Preschool and then switched to American
school while attending our Saturday school. Please exchange your
ideas and concerns.( continuing to Q& A with other parents)
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have reached peak bloom!
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Hf you can catch a cherry blossom
petal falling from the tree, your
dream will come true.

@Really?

s
| ECFryFTa

@0kay. I'm going to catch one!
&Me, too!

(®Wishing your dreams will come
into full bloom!
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