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Conference between fathers and parents aboul raising bilingwal children
=== A father's view MNo.2-—-

Since 2014 JCS Saturday NJ has been hosting bilingual round fable
discussions. This is a report of the 3rd discussion by a native English
speaaker.
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<3rd discussion>

1) The reason why we chose a combination of local school and

Japanese Saturday school.

2) How | have supporied my children growing up bilingual in local school
and Japanese Salurday school.

Our 3 gueslt speakers:

Father 1: American father and Japanese mother who has their child in
Junior High Schoo of Salurday school.

Father 2: American father and Japanese mother who has their child in
Junior High schood of Saturday school. The child graduated from NY
Ikuei Elementary Day School.

Father 3: American lather and Japanese/English bilingual molther who
has two children in Elementary school of Salurday school,

=&]5: Moderalor: JCS Saturday School Direclor Masahire Kezuma=

This workshop is one of the workshops 've been dreaming of as a father. As a
fathor we have lols of ideas and suggestons, Today thay would like o share some
of their experiances and ideas thay have with raising biingual chitgdren, Please Teel
Irove 10 ask them any questions you have, Each speaker has about 10 minutes to
lalk aboul the reasons they decided to send their davghlens of sons 1o ouf School
and how they suppor their children growing up bitngual,

=Second Speaker: father 2=;

Ky son is 13 years ofd and he was bom in Japan, He spanl his first 3 years in
Tokyo, He was leaming Japanese from his mothar and there was very hitle English
going on. | would speak English to him Bul 21 of his development in the earty years
wins all in Japanese, YWe moved to New York in 2003, We live in the cty and we
went through this whele exploratory process of the school system in Manhatian,
There is a'most 00 much choice, You can have a tale of education from home
schooding, ai tha way to 100% Japanese, 100% English, and any kind of mix. Wa
weren'l really sure which way 10 go and ended up experimenting a litle bit. He
went to an Amercan public kindergarten and thatl worked out very well because
that was his first real exposure Lo Engfish. Then he went to a public school for first
grade and thal didn’t really work for us. My son i3 a young boy, type A, boundcing
off the walls and we had him in a public school in New York with 35 other kids in
the class. The leacher coulkd barley conlrol all of the kids and my son was
particutady active so thal didn’t work for us. He also went lo a private school for
aboul byvo monihs ard thal didn'l work for us either. Then we decded afler a lol of
dizcussion that what we really wanl and our geal was for him 1o ba bilingual.
Originally wa thought we could do it with my wife Lalking to him al homae and then
go'ng lo the Saturday program atl IKUEDL but, wa reakzed that if you truly wanl lo
raise a bitingual child and you are living in an English envirenmenl, you have 1o go

<Father 3 report wil CORtinuE i thl ot JC5 frirdifip FOEIFRes
o tentasl JC8 Raturday Sohood K DirectonMeahvo KOIUNVA - E R H G
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lo & Japanase schood. To truly get all the fundamental luency in that language
your really need 10 go lo a Japanese school syslem so that's why in first grade
we swilched o IKUEI full time and had him with an English tulor on Saturdays.

Hao was in a ful 100% Japanese environment during the day. There's an
English track here but his fundamental thinking and interaction was in
Japanese. Obwviously if you are Iiving in America, as soon as you are out of
IKUEN you are back in an English envirenment and by osmosis alone you're
going to absorh al least the spoken language of English. Al home | would only
speak English 1o him and my wife would only speak Japanese 1o him, My wife
and | speak mixiure of Japanese and English all the tme butl whenever our
00 is around I try vary much to focus on English. There is an actual effort you
nead lo make to keep your chitd at keast progressing on a cerain level in
Engfish. | would leraly read to him every day and whenever we ara playing
logether, | make sure that we are focused en his English and we do extra
work. He also went to Ringo Learning Center just down the raad, across the
street here on Saturdays. He would go study pure English and there were only
3 kids in the dass so il was ike a semi pravale Wloring situation so you would
continue lo progress.

After graduating from IKUEL in Gth grade he is now in a 100% English
envirgrrmant in his middle school. There wera almost no difficulties or
frustratons. | spoke 1o a kol of parents thal had gone to IKUEL and had their
kids ransition into Amearican middle schools and everyone was very consislent
saykng that in Gth grade thera iz a hit'e it of calching up to do bul by 7th and
fth grada they are completely racked, My son is in 8th grade right now and
he's reading To Kil a Mocking bird and Calcher in the Rye and this is for a kid
wha wenl to IKUE! righl through Gih grade, Il calches up very quickly bul you
have lo be diigent along the way lo make sure you're encouraging your child,

W deckded 1o go bilingual and 1o mae it's because bwo languages equal teo
cultures and what a great gift o give 1o your child if you have the ability, If
you're in & siluation whare you can offer bolh, it would really ba a crima not o
expose themn lo both. You get the Engfish side living in America and then with
IKUEI you gel exposed bo the Japanesa language and you gel the whole
Japanese side, ILdidn'l lake muech consikdaration to me because to think that if
| can give this o my chidd why would you nol do il because thare’s so much
thesre, Par ol it was oul of nicessities becausa my wife's English is not all that
great. She never studied thal muech English and she naver lived oulside of
Japan before she moved here $o for her 1o communicate with her son, iU's
always been Japanese. My son needs Japanesa to communicale with his
grandparents, uncles, and cousing in Japan. To communicate with bolh sides
of the family he had lo be bilingual.

I have a step daughler and | had hes in o international school in Tokyo in
order lo learn English before we came to America. | had her learn English in
Japan 50 sha could finish and graduate high school in America. The bilingual
thing has lumed out lo be an encermous advantage for job oppotunities. She
acluslly ended up geing lo cofege back in Japan whare she studled Korean.
She's now fluenl in English, Japanese and Korean. She ended up getting a
jot at the UN working for the Japanese consulale which without her language
skills she pever would have a chanca to have thal job. Il is also & very high
tavel job because thera amen’l that many pecple thal are Auent and undersland
th languages, When the Japanese Primo Ministar comes to town, she's tha
one who's doing all the administratve work. IU's because of the language
ablity she gol this job,

For my son, lhe opportunities are already slarting 1o present lo himself. Ha's
a very good baseball player and he s very interested in doing a year atwosd at
ora of the Japanese high schools. There is a cenain Japanese high school
that is very famous for basebal and for him o be ab¥e to have this language
means he will literally be able lo drep inlo a Japanese high school, do regular
school work and have access to the amaring princip’e and training thal these
schools offar. 'S an opportunity that wouldn't be there il we hadnt done it
When my son goes over lo Japan for the surnmers he lravels all over the
couniry, He can just immediately switch inlo Japanese when he's there and
realty exparence he counlry.

Weve seon enemmous bonafits and ho's only 13, We made a conscious
decision in the beginning to do il and now we can'l imagine doing anything
¢lse because the benchits really came apparenl | would also say thal this
school, compared o your average Amercan public schood, has a beller
program  fof  socalization and the activites. The teachers hore  are
unbelievably dedicated to helping the kids leam, Mol just with the academics
Bul ha learned how o Seim, sk, ice skato and mora hora, Tha leachers really
go the axtra mile to educale the kids in a very well rounded way wilth many
activities and field lrips. | think thal it's jus! phenomenal and | have no regrets,
He's made his ransitons and il really doesn’l matler whather he goes 1o a
Japanese high school of eoflege because ha is already fluert. IUs a kot of work
and discipling to keep both tracks golng and both parents must be dedicated
lo il

I your kid is kearning and developing in Japanese, there may ba some
communkcation issues and fruslralicns in the early years for your Amerkcan
skle of the family. I's hard to pinpoint but there will be cerain things my
maother would say or bry to explain 1o my son and he just wouldn'l understand
becausa he hadn't been brought up in a fully American background, As kong
as the olher partner is accepling the fruslrations, you can make i a very
succossiul exparence Tor everyone.
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