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Conference between fathers and parents about raising bilingual children
--- Questions & Answers Part 1 -

Since 2014 IKUEI has been hosting bilingual round table discussions.
this is a report of the conclusion with Q & A with participants.
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<Round table discussion>
1) The reason why we chose a combination of local school and
Japanese Saturday school.
2) How | have supported my children growing up bilingual in local school
and Japanese Saturday school.

Our 3 guest speakers:

Father 1: American father and Japanese mother who has their kid in
Junior High School of Saturday school.

Father 2: American father and Japanese mother who has their kid in
Junior High school of Saturday school. The child graduated from NY
Ikuei Elementary Day School.

Father 3: American father and Japanese/English bilingual mother who
has two kids in Elementary school of Saturday school.

<#]4x Moderator:  Mr. Kozuma>

Each father has a different approach on raising a bilingual child. The first
speaker’s daughter went to Saturday school and American school from
the beginning. The second speaker’s son came to our Elementary Day
school. At 6" grade, he transferred to American school while attending
our Saturday school. The third speaker's experience is almost in-
between the first two speakers. He sent his daughters to our Day
Preschool and then switched to American school while attending our
Saturday school. Please exchange your ideas and concerns.

<Questions & Answers>:

< Question 1:>

My daughter goes to Japanese Saturday school and public school
during the week. We have similar situations and I'm curious, how can
you get more Japanese culture outside of school?

Father 2:

The way we got our son to have a strong Japanese culture is that we put
our son in karate school. He's been studying karate for 7 years now. He
goes to a hardcore traditional dojo in NYC where the sensei's are all
original and came to the city in the 60's. His sensei is and speaks
Japanese. They run that dojo like they do the dojos in Japan. Because

Most of the kids go there because it's very traditional, rigorous and a
strict school. He also does calligraphy at the Japan Center once a week
and does calligraphy style Japanese kaniji. If you live in the city or
around here, there are tons of Japanese cultural events throughout the
year such as matsuris, Japanese festivals, and many traditional
Japanese exhibits and Japanese plays. The final thing | want to mention
is the NHK television network My son grew up watching everything from
Do Cl 1 and to now he even watches
dramas and news. All of those shows in Japanese growing up really
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helped him be more Now he every day
and there's all kinds of great educational programs on NHK. That's
just another great way to get tapped in with language ability.

Father 3:

Watching Japanese shows everyday growing up is the way to go.
We also go down to Mitsuwa to buy DVDs and mangas. You have to
be on the lookout for these things. Our girls like tennis so we've
gone to a couple places and we found a Japanese teacher. The
class is filled with other Japanese students and we were able to
keep them connected to their language and culture organically.

Father 1:

My daughter has a Japanese music teacher and is very fond of
Japanese music. She looks on YouTube all day and listens to her
Japanese music. She even exchanges music with her friends. Her
favorite song is a Japanese song by a Japanese singer. We don't
force her or push her, it's just culturally the way she leads in. It's
really important to keep both cultures alive through books, physics,
food, music, Japanese entertainment, and the NHK network as well.
She loves to read Japanese books. | think what's most important is
for them to really understand their culture and where they come
from.

<Question 2:>

| want to talk about the work load in schools. Japan is notorious for
crazy work loads for even younger kids. My wife is from Japan and
her nephew just got into college. Every Time | talked to him in the
last 6 years, | would ask him "how are you doing?" and all he says is
"school...school..school..” Even in the Summer! We were wondering
what to do for Saturday school and Summers as well. | am
concerned about the workload.

Father 3:

I think it's up to the parents and how hard you want to push your
kids. We haven't found it to be that intense. Every child is different
and one might pick things up quicker than your other one. It depends
on you and your child. We live in Tenafly and we've noticed that it
has been more of an intense workload but they cover here in one
day what they do in a week at her public school but | don't see
Japanese being overwhelming. It doesn't have to be. Our approach
is don't over stress them with Japanese. We want them to want to
keep doing it.

Father 1:

| certainly agree. There is additional work but it's not an
overwhelming amount. My daughter is not doing as much work as
one of our friends whose son goes to a private school in New
Jersey. They say he's up every night up to midnight doing
homework. My daughter doesn’t study that way and gets great
grades.

Father 2:

It has a lot to do with the school atmosphere. In Japan, the focus is
education and it is intense. | think it's ludicrous where America is
going with education and where it's been. The school we put our son
in now is very progressive. They almost don't give homework. They
just started giving him homework in 7th and 8th grade. There wasn't
even grades in the beginning and | know a lot of parents are
uncomfortable with that. it's like everyone seems to be marching to
standardized tests and lots of homework. A big part is your
philosophy as a parent. | went to an ivy league school and | did all
that as a kid. It didn’t help or hurt me. | just don’t want to enforce that
to my kid. | think he'll learn what he needs to learn, get into a good
college and be successful. | regret seeing and watching the pressure
of kids in the city who look so stressed and zombie like. | think
personally by the they hit high school, these kids are so burnt out.
They basically sacrificed their childhood. You don't want to over do
it. They'll be 19 and feel like they are 55.

< Question 3:> el 28 <
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(5)0ur school events in January include..
(G)New Year’s Calligraphy and
(DPounding Mochi.
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(@A Bean Throwing Festival.
101'm too busy to forget the heart and
soul of Japan!
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