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We're on This Journey Together !

Melissa Lauricella 5t4
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Interview with Ms. Lauricella

: What is the biggest difference in English
education at Ikuei since you started teaching
here?

: When | started here in 2007, the English
department had only three American teachers.
The classes were taught with a mixed level
curriculum. I taught my class with the lower
level students in mind and would incorporate
challenging lessons for the upper level students.

H}: That must have been difficult. Would you
say the curriculum now is better?

: The curriculum and department has
definitely changed over the years. Now each
class is geared toward a specific level. It caters
to a detailed level-based program for the
student. About ten years ago the school
introduced an all-day English program. It is an
English intensive program that accelerates the
students’ language abilities and level. It’s called
Friday English. I love this program.

: You teach the highest-level class on Friday.
Tell us about your teaching style.

: Every year, every day, every class is a new
experience. | have to first understand the
strengths and weaknesses of the students in
the class and be creative as to how to format
the lessons so all students are excited to
learn. I don’t just teach my class; my class
teaches me how to best present each subject so
that they learn the material.

: Then you’ll be surprised how creative
students can be in response to that.

: Yes. If you provide the students with an
interesting, relatable lesson they’re going to
not only learn the material, but want to know
more about the subject. During Monday
through Thursday, my students learn the
foundations of the language and skills such
writing and reading. Then on Friday, the class
can incorporate these skills in an

interdisciplinary way. So each week | rotate

different subjects - Science, History, Art, etc.

and relate it to their language learning. For
example, when writing a poem, we’d study a
particular poet’s life to see what’s behind their
poetry. When we study history, we immerse
ourselves in the time period by listening to the
music of that period and using primary sources
such as letters written by people during that
time. I think it’s important for students to
experience what’s beyond the actual
textbook. That’s how I steer the class. When |
plan my lessons, | put myself in the position
of the student, not the teacher. How would |
want to learn about the particular subject?

Would I find it interesting as a student? | look at

the subject from the students’ perspective. I
want them to be excited, but most of all

engaged.

: Many students want to get better at their
English and move up to your class. How can
they join your class?

: It’s important to grasp the foundation of
the language by studying and working hard
each day. I think it’s important for students
to hear the flow, rhythm and intonations of
the verbal language. Some ways to do this is
by watching English TV programs, such as the
Disney channels or join a local youth after
school activity, such as a sport or a dance
program. But most of all, don’t be afraid to
speak the language. It doesn’t have to be level
appropriate. Children absorb new information
quickly and easily. In our first-grade class we
read books aloud to the students. They hear the
words, see the pictures, and it clicks. T can’t
stress the importance of reading aloud to
help students learn a language. Even parents
can partake by helping them read at night.
We’re on this journey together to learn and
love the language.

Interview with Tetsuaki

: How do you like Ms. Lauricella’s class?

m: Every time we do projects, Ms. Lauricella
makes our class interesting. We just did the
Civil War journal project. We wrote journals
about what you would do and where you would
be if you were in the Civil War. While doing
this project, | learned about Abraham Lincoln:
how he saved slaves and how he died, and |
became very curious.

H}: Did you have to do a lot of research outside
of class as well?

E; Yes, we did a lot of research at home, but it
was fun, so I didn’t think it was difficult.

: Does Ms. Lauricella make you work harder?

m: Yes. Every time she thinks of a new subject,
she makes sure everybody will have fun
learning it. I’'m really thankful to her for that. I
think she’s the best teacher in my life!

Civil War journal project 7% Ok
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(DYou have entrance ceremony in spring in Japan!
Congratulations! @Thank you!
I learned a song at school! @Japan ®U.S.A.

T2 htrs—

©®When cherry blossoms bloom, I'll be a first grader.
(Dcan | go to school by myself?
(®Entrance Ceremony

) R
PAYDTII]MZ G VL

2 HPAYDTIZ
2HL»LW? ()

©@It’s a nice song but you can’t sing it in the U.S.
1OWe won’t become a first grader yet when cherry
blossoms are in bloom.

(DI see. Then, maybe you can sing like this in the U.S.

(@When cicadas start singing,
@Il be a first grader.
(@DThat’s a good idea!
(3Zing-zing-zing!
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