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I think our school will be closed.
@ But look! Here comes our school bus!
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@ We could come to school in this snow!
@ It's a miracle. Our buses still came!
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TG
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CARIZEVOIT!

@ Good morning, everyone!
@@ How come the teachers are wearing
T-shirts like in summer?

Even in this cold weather...

ghE O
ek T ETC
EULAT!

@ We are hot because we’ve been working
so hard shoveling the snow!

The teachers have been working very
hard so we can come pick you up.

@ Thank you, teachers!
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Years ago, as a middle school student
‘é attending Upper School in Englewood
72 Cliffs | was curious about the South
v Cliff School on Bayview Ave.
\) As time passed | graduated from
\Y Dwight Englewood School,
\ received a BFA from
Manhattanville College, and did
graduate work in Education at Montclair
University. | continued to pursue my art career and
had several international exhibits as well as group
shows in NYC. My artwork took a back seat
twenty years ago, when | became a mother and
friend to my daughter, Isabella. Then, in the year
2006 my curiosity about that school on Bayview
Ave was piqued again. | had been asked to
interview for a position as an ESL teacher with the
head teacher, Mr. Konishi. The school was no
longer South CIiff, it was now called Ikuei, the
only Japanese School in the area.

As | entered the school yard my attention fell upon
the totem pole and the tiled artwork made by the
students. I admired this from an artist’s perspective
and as an educator. | walked down the halls with a
feeling that this was a school that fostered all
aspects of education, allowing the students to
effect their environment in a very special way.

Ikuei was a place that |
wanted to be a part of
where | could contribute
to the education of
young children. So
needless to say, | was
ecstatic when | received
the job offer to join the
English Department.
Fast forward to 2017.

I have had the honor to
teach at Ikuei for 2

eleven years. Each day as | enter the school | am
inspired by the sense of community created by
the administration, the teachers, but most
importantly by the students. | am proud and
honored to be a devoted teacher to the students.
Ikuei is a special place, and | am lucky to be a
part of this great community.
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